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_EDITORIALS @
e Parking'mem.k 3

Two of the city’s leading downtown property owners
‘put thein signatures to' petitions here last week end which
Will start the formation of Torrance's first off-street park-
ifig agsessment district. Such action' has been a long time
‘eoming, but indicates that now the first steps are being
taken toward proyiding the growing thousands of customers
“in the downtown area ample parking spaces. .
"' No one siiggests that this first move will cure the city’s
- parking problems. On the contrary, it is just a “drop in the
ibucket,” but it is a step in the right djrection.,
. 'The HERALD has stated repeatedly that theré is no
reason to'discount the future of the downtown. shoppingy
‘center, ‘even with the proposed development of large re-’
‘glonal shopping centers in the ‘peninsula area: There are
stillimany attractions to-downtown Torrance which will be
“enhinced by the proyision of more parking. 0} ;
" 'We would suggest.that those sponsoring the formation
1of the present assessment, district keep looking at the prob-
dem geriously. 1t is also 4 problem in which the city may
‘well take a leading role, because status ‘of the downtown
area is of vital importance to the ¢ity’s tax bage.’ ' .
£ With this i mind, fhose seeking election to the Couneil”
' might give the situation some thought. It's a cinch they will
1 be! asked ‘about their views on ‘downtown parking some: .
/" fime in the'next fetv weeks. ; *
Clean-Up Costly
“/Recent . fignres compiled * by City Manager ge
Stevens indicate that it cost the city about $8000 last fall to
pick ‘up the tons of litterbug trash’along Torrarice streets.
7/ This 15 98000 which need not have been spent had the
' persons using Torrance streets been mare conscions of the" .0 "
#vils of dumping trafh alonf the side of the road. "'
{/iAnd, current. reports are encouraging. Stevens stated
Jast week that the practice of littering city streets has been
reasonably well stopped... ) on ‘
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